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PROBLEMS AND PROSPECTS OF SUSTAINABLE  
DEVELOPMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

 
Abstract. Rural territories of Kazakhstan are the most important socio-economic and ecological subsystem of 

society. They have specific features, their own goals, objectives, principles, criteria and development indicators. Here 
are concentrated significant human, natural and industrial resources, industries, the effective development of which 
can significantly improve the state of the economy and raise the standard of living of the population of the state. The 
authors believe that the unfavorable demographic situation in the Republic of Kazakhstan, as a result of which the 
decline in the rural population is progressing. In accordance with this, in the context of the issue being studied, first 
of all it is advisable to consider the indicators characterizing the standard of living of the population in rural areas of 
the Akmola region of Kazakhstan. Currently, the development of rural areas of Kazakhstan attracts the attention of a 
wide range of specialists who are trying to build the conceptual foundations of this process. 

Keywords: agriculture, sustainable development, prospects, resources, standard of living, improvement of life. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Improving rural life and developing the rural economy is one of the priorities of the state social and 

economic policy. Ensuring sustainable development of rural areas in modern conditions involves the 
expansion of sources of employment, an increase in incomes of the rural population, the creation of 
normal living conditions. 

The Head of State’s article “Looking to the future: modernization of public consciousness”, proposed 
by the president’s Tugan Jer program and the project “Religious shrines of Kazakhstan” - “Sacred 
Geography of Kazakhstan” introduced a new impetus to the development and strengthening of rural areas 
well-being of any state, primarily due to the fact that a sustainable level of development of rural areas is 
the key to food independence of the state. No exception is Kazakhstan. In addition, rural territories occupy 
76.30% of the total territory of Kazakhstan, which means that the majority of the population lives in these 
territories and therefore needs to be provided with a corresponding number of jobs. Consequently, the 
above factors show the full significance of strengthening and maximizing the economic potential of rural 
areas of the state. 

 
MAIN PART 
In the strategy of the President of Kazakhstan N.A.Nazarbayev "Kazakhstan-2030" and in the 

Concept of development of the tourism industry of the Republic of Kazakhstan until 2023, tourism and 
tourism infrastructure are considered as a priority for the development of the country's tourism potential 
and promoting the image of the state abroad. Without effective use of tourist and recreational and other 
potentials of various regions of Kazakhstan, it is impossible to turn tourism into a profitable sector of the 
economy. To implement tourism projects, special attention must be paid to the availability of natural 
tourist resources [1,2]. Also in his Message to the people of Kazakhstan on January 10, 2018, the 
President of the Republic of Kazakhstan N.Nazarbayev noted that the Kazakhstani should be the ideal of 
our society, who knows his own history, language, culture, while having a modern knowledge of foreign 
languages, having advanced and global views [3]. 
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At the same time, the significant differentiation of incomes in urban and rural areas remains an 
alarming sign. In 2012, the poverty level in rural areas exceeded the urban level by more than 3.7 times, 
and in 2007 the difference was only 2.6 times. This suggests that the gap between the quality indicators of 
life for urban residents and those of the rural population has increased, despite the measures taken by the 
state. 

It is important to note that about 45.5% of the population lives in the Kazakh village today, so the 
fight against poverty here can significantly improve the indicators of the republic on the quality of life. 
The rapid jump of Kazakhstan up from 72nd to 51st place in the annual competitiveness ranking of world 
economies is logical and predictable.  

Thus, the current state of economic development of rural regions of Kazakhstan, as a categorical 
complex of land areas of the country as a whole, puts on the agenda the question of finding new forms of 
management. At the same time, it is rural green tourism that serves as a promising direction for the 
development of tourism services, which is based on active recreation in rural areas.  

The economic condition of a region is determined by a set of indicators characterizing the socio-
economic state of life in the region, areas of commercial activity that provide tax revenues to the regional 
budget, the investment climate, etc. 

Today, the Akmola region, is in fourth place from the end in accordance with the rating of income 
differentiation of the population of Kazakhstan. At the same time, nominal incomes grew less than the rate 
of consumer inflation in the period from January to March (15.1%), thereby reflecting a drop in the level 
of real incomes of the population. 

In the first quarter of 2017, wages accounted for 78% of all income per capita, which is 2% less than 
the figure for the previous reporting period. At the same time, the share of social transfers during the 
reporting period, on the contrary, increased by 1.7%, to the level of 18.4%. 

Let us analyze the level of the rural population of Akmola region living below the poverty line using 
the data presented in Table 4 of this paper. 

 
Table 1 - Analysis of the population of rural areas of Akmola region living below the poverty line for 2017. 

 
Indicator Akmola region Absol. deviation. (+; -) Relation. deviation, % 

The share of the population with incomes (used 
for consumption) is lower than the subsistence 
minimum - total 

3,5 +0,6 20,7 

Urban area 2,6 +1,4 116,67 
Countryside 4,3 -0,6 -12 

 

Thus, on the basis of the presented data, it should be noted that in the Akmola region the share of the 
rural population with low income is 3.5, which is lower by 0.6 compared to the average of 2.9 for the 
Republic of Kazakhstan. However, in spite of this, it makes up the highest indicators for the urban 
population of 2.6, which is higher than the given indicator (1.2) in the republic by 1.4, based on the 
analyzed data, we see that rural areas account for 4.3, which is lower than the national average by 0.6. 
This trend is a negative characteristic of the domestic policy of the government of Kazakhstan and 
indicates the need for urgent review and improvement. The situation is aggravated by the fact that most of 
the population of Akmola region is just the rural population, which indicates a general high relative 
poverty indicator in the region. 

At present, rural areas have a high need for diversification of economic activity, renewal of the 
material and technical base of production, reinforcement of staff and a significant increase in the level of 
effectiveness of municipal administration. 

The goal of investment activity at the district level is to develop and implement a system of priorities, 
create mechanisms and specific measures to ensure the formation of investment projects that ensure the 
development of the economy of agricultural areas in accordance with the long-term strategy. Within this 
framework, an important role is played by the formation of a scientific, technical and technological 
potential adequate to a dynamically developing market economy, meeting the sustainable development 
strategy, the resource capabilities of the territory, the requirements of its effectiveness for ensuring the 
competitiveness of the economy, spiritual development, and improving the quality of life of the rural 
population. 
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The functioning of agricultural enterprises in the conditions of the market aggravates competition, 
which leads to a reduction in employment of labor resources, and as a result, a decrease in income, level 
and quality of life, outflow of the working-age population from rural areas. To prevent mass 
unemployment will help the development of new types of business activities. One of the most important 
areas of economic development in rural areas of the Republic of Kazakhstan is a diversification strategy, 
which involves the addition of traditional industries with new industries. 

In accordance with the goal it is necessary to solve the following tasks: 
 to review the completed projects for the transformation of the area; 
 consider the main methods of managing sustainable rural development; 
 select a system to support management decision making and conduct a comprehensive analysis of 

the socio-economic potential; 
 develop a system of balanced indicators of the level of socio-economic development of rural 

areas, which is used to assess the level of development of the economy and natural potential; 
 to evaluate, simulate and determine trends of the selected system of indicators in the context of 

information uncertainty; 
 develop a set of investment projects that create the basis for sustainable development of the 

territory, consisting of interconnected investment projects. 
The theoretical and methodological basis for the study of this issue can serve as objective economic 

laws, concepts of economists who have studied the sustainable development of the territory. To implement 
investment activities in a specific territory, a comprehensive economic and mathematical model of the 
territory should be proposed, which determines the specifics of rural areas. A balanced scorecard should 
be defined, reflecting the economic and social situation of the territory, as well as its natural and resource 
potential, and special measuring scales designed to measure indicators, designed to be used in conditions 
of uncertainty, inaccuracy and incompleteness of information, as well as using both quantitative and and 
quality ratings. It is also advisable to build dynamic models of the main indicators of territory 
development, assess the risks and potentials of a specific territory, evaluate the current state and formulate 
the main promising areas of development of the territory, develop a comprehensive investment model of 
territory development defining the main directions of socio-economic development and develop a complex 
business proposal. 

Among the areas of innovation can also include: 
 selection of promising and implementation on specific territories of domestic production 

technologies for the organization of effective agricultural activities; 
 application of new energy-saving technologies and energy-generating systems, small energy 

facilities, renewable energy sources, focused on the specifics of agricultural activities; creation of an 
information and analytical base for managing the development of territories in the conditions of 
information uncertainty; 

 proposals for pilot projects for rural development and a base of investment projects and 
development programs; 

 specific pilot projects on the organization of eco-settlements in the territories, pilot projects for the 
creation of a system for managing regional and municipal development, pilot projects of historical, 
educational and sports-entertainment areas for family recreation; 

 programs and systems of management training for rural development. 
Currently, the development of rural areas attracts the attention of a wide range of specialists who are 

trying to build the conceptual foundations of this process. However, the practical results of the 
implementation of these theoretical constructs are obviously far away. And the point here is not so much 
and not only in the imperfection of theories, but also in the ungreediness of the territories themselves to 
accept them. This is due not only to financial difficulties, but above all to the lack or shortage of centers 
for the development of pilot projects for the development of territories, training sites in areas for the 
development of new production technologies, trained specialists in both production and management 
areas, business management technologies in modern market conditions. , forward planning programs. This 
is especially noticeable in areas where the outflow of able-bodied population to large cities is intensified. 
To improve the efficiency of agricultural production and management of territories, it is necessary to 
introduce a number of innovations that ensure the activation and implementation of investment activities. 
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First of all, it is necessary to assess the resource potential of a specific territory and determine the specific 
risks and potentials of the territory, as well as the actual tasks that need to be addressed for its harmonious 
development. 

It is known that an important condition for the formation and development of rural areas is the 
availability of skilled labor resources - workers with knowledge and skills in the technological, 
environmental, agronomic and economic spheres. The unfavorable demographic situation, as a result of 
which the decline in the number of the rural population, including its able-bodied part, progresses 
inexorably, aggravates the situation with the labor force in the countryside. 

 
CONCLUSION 
 
Thus, since rural areas play an important role in the economy of the region, the region and the country 

as a whole, the sustainable development of rural areas is a priority of the state’s social and economic 
policy. The growth of the level and quality of life of the rural population, the provision of enterprises in 
the agrarian sector and the social sphere with qualified personnel, and the preservation and development of 
folk culture depend on the effectiveness of this policy. While maintaining the current situation, attracting 
qualified specialists to the village, overcoming the depopulation of many rural territories and, therefore, 
maintaining sustainability in most of the country's rural territory is an unlikely and difficult task. 
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АУЫЛ ШАРУАШЫЛЫҒЫНЫҢ ТҰРАҚТЫ  

ДАМУЫНЫҢ МƏСЕЛЕЛЕРІ МЕН МІНДЕТТЕРІ 
 

Аннотация. Қазақстанның ауылдық аумақтары қоғамның маңызды əлеуметтік-экономикалық жəне 
экологиялық кіші жүйесі болып табылады. Олардың ерекшеліктері, олардың мақсаттары, мақсаттары, 
принциптері, критерийлері жəне даму көрсеткіштері бар. Мұнда адамның, табиғи жəне өнеркəсіптік 
ресурстардың, өндірістің тиімді дамуы экономиканың жай-күйін едəуір жақсартуға жəне мемлекеттің 
тұрғындарының өмір сүру деңгейін арттыруға мүмкіндік беретін салаларда шоғырланған. Авторлар 
Қазақстан Республикасындағы қолайсыз демографиялық ахуалдың нашарлағанын, соның нəтижесінде ауыл 
халқының төмендеуі байқалады. Осыған сəйкес, мəселенің зерттелуіне байланысты, ең алдымен, Ақмола 
облысының ауылдық жерлеріндегі халықтың тұрмыс деңгейін сипаттайтын көрсеткіштерді қарастырған жөн. 
Қазіргі уақытта Қазақстанның ауылдық аумақтарын дамыту осы процестің тұжырымдамалық негіздерін 
құруға тырысатын кең ауқымды мамандардың назарын аударады. 

Түйін сөздер: ауыл шаруашылығы, орнықты даму, перспективалар, ресурстар, өмір сүру деңгейі, өмірді 
жақсарту. 
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Аннотация. Сельские территории Казахстана являются важнейшей социально-экономической и 
экологической подсистемой общества. Они имеют специфические особенности, собственные цели, задачи, 
принципы, критерии и показатели развития. Здесь сосредоточены значительные людские, природные и 
производственные ресурсы, отрасли, эффективное развитие которых может существенно улучшить состоя-
ние экономики и поднять уровень жизни населения государства. Авторы считают, что неблагоприятная 
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демографическая ситуация в РК, вследствие чего прогрессирует сокращение численности сельского 
населения. В соответствии с этим в контексте исследуемого вопроса в первую очередь целесообразно 
рассмотреть показатели, характеризующие уровень жизни населения сельских территорий Акмолинской 
области Казахстана. В настоящее время развитие сельских территорий РК привлекает внимание широкого 
круга специалистов, пытающихся построить концептуальные основы этого процесса. 
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улучшение жизни. 
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